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INDIGENOUS ARTEFACTS — HOPE DOWNS MINE SITE 
Statement by Minister for Indigenous Affairs 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Indigenous Affairs) [2.07 pm]: It gives me great pleasure to 
inform the house that archaeologists working under contract to the traditional owners of the Hope Downs mine 
site have identified artefacts dating back 35 000 years. These artefacts have been securely dated by both 
radiocarbon dating and stratigraphic analysis. 

The excavation was conducted by an international team, and the radiocarbon dating was established through the 
use of highly sophisticated equipment at New Zealand’s University of Waikato. The archaeologists have 
reported that this area is a rich source of artefacts, which indicates that it was well used by Indigenous people 
over a very long time. The kinds of artefacts identified by archaeologists include tools of various kinds, 
fireplaces, and seeds and other kinds of organic matter. There are also a number of sites in the immediate area 
that, although not yet surveyed, will provide further objects and yield more information about the Indigenous 
history of Western Australia. It is also possible that a number of tomb burials are associated with these sites. This 
has yet to be ascertained but, as media reports indicate, investigations are proceeding with due care and cultural 
sensitivity. 

The finds at these sites rank in significance with sites such as Lake Mungo in New South Wales, Devil’s Lair in 
south west Western Australia, and Carpenter’s Gap in the Kimberley. Evidence from all these sites points to the 
deep history of Indigenous habitation on the Australian continent. Since the earliest strata date back well into the 
last Ice Age, they provide crucial evidence of the ways in which people adapted to significant climate change. 

I welcome this major archaeological discovery. It highlights the profound depth of connection that our 
Indigenous people have with country. I look forward to more information emerging from these excavations that 
can add to our knowledge of the history and experience of Australia’s first people. 
 


